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Creating Utopia & Correcting Dystopia:
Lessons from Urban History

“We are called to be architects of the future, not its victims.”
Buckminster Fuller
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Creating Utopia & Correcting Dystopia:
Lessons from Urban History

Two Main Approaches for Urban Planning

Idealism & Utopianism
Brasilia, Canberra ...

Case: Singapore.
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SINGAPORE LANDSCAPE Source: Photo by Rob Bonner
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Plan of Singapore showing the existing and future provision of public green spaces as
a Park Connectors Map for multiple purposes until 2030.

(Source: High Quality Living Environment for All Singaporeans: Land Use Plan to Support Singapore’s Future Population.
Singapore: Ministry of National Development, p.29) © Urban Redevelopment Authority. All rights reserved).
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SINGAPORE BY NIGHT Source: Photo by Rob Bonner
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Relational Thinking for Urban Complexity

1. Geo-political level

2. Temporal dimension

—
Health,
Well-Being,
Transports, Quality of life
Infrastructure,
Energy /
\ HABITAT Asplratlons,
Values,
Economy / 4 Life-style
Global & Local

3. Cultural & Institutional context

Sécurity

Environment,

iy,
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RINGLAND
PROJECT,
Antwerp,
Belgium.

RINGLAND

(Source:

Overview and visual representation of
the ‘Ringland’ project. Reprinted from
‘Ringland’ under a CC BY license, with
permission from Peter Vermeulen,
original copyright 2015).
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RINGLAND Project
Antwerp, Belgium

(Source: Overview and visual representation of the ‘Ringland’ project. Reprinted from ‘Ringland’ under a CC BY license,
with permission from Peter Vermeulen, original copyright 2015).
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Contribution
to CO2

7

Increased car
ownership & use

Adverse health
impacts

Increased use of
electrical cooling

Poor urban
air quality

Decline in
walking

Adverse
health
impacts

A\

Growth in dispersed
large retail centres

)

Closure/loss of
local shops

N\

Low income

N

Loss of shade

Accidents
Demand for
more roads
Congestion & parking
‘\ Noise\‘/
. Increase in
Adverse economic :
impacts impermeable surfaces

;

families with no
car unable to
access fresh food
- ‘food deserts’

N

!

Vacant properties
dereliction

Impact on flora
and
fauna/biodiversity

L

Loss of green

space

Increased polluted
run-off

?

Vandalism

e

.

Flash flooding - adverse
impact river water quality

Loss of local amenity

Flash flooding -
property damage

‘THE WEB OF CONNECTIONS’

(Source: United Kingdom, Royal Commisssion on Environmental Pollution, 2006)
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Housing Quality, Energy, Resource Use & Health

HOUSING

Investment
in
Housing Stock

Local & Global
Sustainability
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Sustainable Issues

Demand on
Health
Services
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FROM DISCIPLINE TO TRANSDISCIPLINARITY

(BY COURTESY OF THIERRY RAMADIER)

DISCIPLINE MULTIDISCIPLINARITY  INTERDISCIPLINARITY TRANSDISCIPLINARITY
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DISCIPLINARY THINKING
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) Research

Community

Sclence

Eogars Business \

Develop \

@ a common @ Consensus

Commitment AL w Spasy Building

> Integrate <
available knowledge

Collective , Shared
Organization - Conceptual
Framework

Impleme
ctlons togeM

Learn from
experience

(Source: S. Cornell et al. (2013). Opening up knowledge systems for better responses to global
environmental change. Environmental Science & Policy, vol. 28: pp.60-70).



“I_ Healthy City Design
5 Key Domains: Innovative Responses

1. Housing that promotes well-being for diverse households

2. Urban Agriculture for local food production and consumption

3. Inclusive Public Spaces for healthier lifestyles

4. Shifting from Transport Planning to Mobility for more active living

5. Rethinking Connections between Built & Natural environments

for planetary and human health.
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Synthesis

Looking Back to the Future

We can't solve
problems by using the
same kind of thinking

we used when we
created them.
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3 Albert Einstein

(1879-1955)
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